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Agenda
-Welcome

-Introduction to the BC Bee Atlas and 
the Master Melittologist Program: 

Bonnie Zand

-Important dates and training 
opportunities: Jade Lee

-Participant Experience: Monica Zeiper
and Mandy Brown

-Questions
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Introduction to the BC Bee 
Atlas and the Master 

Melittologist Program: 
Bonnie Zand

BC has more than 500 
bee species, the highest 
bee diversity in Canada

Map by T. 

Kelly.

Why do we need a Bee Atlas?
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Macropis

nuda

Images: Thomas Shahan , Joshua Dunlop (Oregon Department of Agriculture)

Why do we need a Bee Atlas?

Canadian Endangered Species Conservation 
Council. 2022. Wild Species 2020: The General 
Status of Species in Canada. National General 

Status Working Group: 172 pp.

Critically 

Imperiled, 1

Imperiled

10
Vulnerable, 

12

Apparently 

Secure, 32

Secure, 116
Unrankable, 

319

The Status of Native Bees in BC

Knowledge Gaps:
65% of BC Species are 

Unrankable!

BC: 490 species
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Why do we need a Bee Atlas?
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Number of Observations

GBIF.org (28 January 2025) GBIF Occurrence Download https://doi.org/10.15468/dl.r39nd8

3% > 1000

11% > 100 55% of species have 10 

or less public records

Public Data -GBIF

OSU Master 
Melittologist Program

Master Gardener Style Program:
Apprentice, Journey and Master Levels

Focus on bee surveys and identification training

81 BC Participants
Online and in-person components (Can be completed 

100% online for remote participants)
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OSU Master 
Melittologist Program

6 Modules of self-paced online content
Online graded assignments 

Monthly group zoom meetings
Collecting kit (net, pins, box, vials)

Access to all in person events in BC, 

Washington, Oregon, Idaho

BC Field Trainings

4 Field Trainings
Cowichan (VI), Vancouver, Kamloops, 

Okanagan

Volunteer led Collection Events

In Person Microscope Training
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Photo of plant 
bee caught on

Database with Location, Date, 
Collector ID, Plant Association

Print location labels and 
mail to volunteers

Workflow: Photo-voucher plants in 
iNaturalist, output to database, print labels

Processing and Identifications

-Volunteers pin, label and sort bees

-Volunteer determinations captured

-Bees donated to the BC Bee Atlas

-Expert determinations applied

-Feedback for volunteers
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-Tabling Events

-Bee Walks and Talks

-Presentation

-Personal Projects

Volunteer Outreach
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https://www.bcnativebees.
org/projects/cnv-bcba24
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https://ecdysis.org/collections/misc/collprofiles.php?collid=196

https://www.bcnativebees.org/projects/2024-25-bcba-annual-report

2024-2025 Annual Report
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Important dates and 
training opportunities: 

Jade Lee

How to Contribute: Join the OSU Master 
Melittologist Program

Sign up at
extension.oregonstate.edu/master-

melittologist

Program Cost
$325 USD to enroll.

$30 USD annually to maintain active 
status

NBSBC has subsides for available for 
those in remote / northern regions!
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Important Dates

Master Melittologist Annual Conference
March 14th (Zoom)

Field Training
May 9th – North Vancouver

May 23rd – Kamloops
June 13-14 – Okanagan (Camping Trip)

July 16th – Cowichan (VI) 

Monica Zeiper

McBride BC

Mandy Brown

Summerland

Participant Experience
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Questions?

Master Melittologist Program Coordinator: 
Oregon

Jen Larsen - Jen.Larsen@oregonstate.edu

NBSBC Admin
Jade Lee – BCNativeBees@gmail.com

BC Bee Atlas
Bonnie Zand – BeeAtlas@BCnativebees.org


